SESSION DEFINITIONS

(Open to Public- Peer Reviewed, Approved by Planning Committee):

PRE-CONFERENCE COURSE

Pre-Conference Courses are 2 hour sessions held on Wednesday. Course design should allow attendees
to acquire skills and/or expand practice or research knowledge. Content can center on scientific or
educational topics of interest to a specific portion of the meeting audience and/or of an SBM
council/committee/SIG. If by the Early Bird Registration an attendance of 10 or more individuals has not
received the session may be cancelled.

SYMPOSIUM

Symposia are held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday during the meeting. They are scheduled for 50
minutes. Presenters will examine important issues from a variety of different perspectives. Presentations
and debate among participants will address alternative solutions, interpretations, or points-of-view on
an identified body of knowledge within the advertised topic area or theme. A discussant will
summarize/draw conclusion at the end of the session. Several abstract submissions are required for this
session type: One “Overview” abstract from the chair/organizer, which will summarize the session. There
should be a separate abstract for each presentation. A discussant does not need to submit an abstract
but should be listed as a co-author in the Overview abstract.

PANEL DISCUSSION

These 50 minute sessions, presented on Thursday or Friday, focus on specific topics with various
viewpoints expressed by a panel of experts. One abstract is submitted for the entire session, by the
Panel Chair/Organizer.

PAPER

Paper presentations are offered on Thursday and Friday during the meeting. They are clustered with three
other papers around common themes and presented via oral presentations that are approximately 10
minutes in length per paper presentation. One abstract is submitted per paper presentation.

RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT

Live research spotlight presentations are offered on Thursday and Friday during the meeting. Up to six
live research spotlights around common themes are presented via oral presentations that are
approximately 7 minutes in length per spotlight presentation. One abstract is submitted per research
spotlight presentation.

POSTER

Poster presentations take place Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Presentations are grouped
thematically within the poster/exhibit hall. Poster Sessions allow abstract authors to discuss their
research with interested colleagues for 50 minutes in an informal setting. One abstract is submitted per
poster presentation.



