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Announcing the 2022 SIG Award Winners

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR AWARD

The SBM Cancer SIG Senior Investigator Award is
awarded to an investigator who has made significant
contributions to the field of cancer control and prevention.
This year, the Senior Investigator Award was presented to
Jamie S. Ostroff, PhD. Dr. Jamie Ostroff is the Chief of
Behavioral Sciences Service and Director of the Tobacco
Treatment, Training and Research Lab in the Department of
Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences at Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC). Her clinical, research and
training activities focus on implementation of tobacco
treatment in cancer care settings, with particular attention 8 N
to high quality, equitable tobacco treatment delivery in Jamie Ostroff, PhD
cancer care and lung cancer screening settings. She currently Senior Investigator Award
co-leads a comparative effectiveness clinical trial as part of the

NCI-funded Smoking Cessation at Lung Examination (SCALE) Collaboration. She also serves
as member of the Steering Committee and Co-Chair of the Tobacco Treatment in Lung
Cancer Task Group for the National Lung Cancer Roundtable (NLCRT).

SERVICE AWARD




The SBM Cancer SIG Service Award is given to individuals who have made significant
contributions to the Cancer SIG. This year, four awardees were presented with the Cancer
SIG Service Award: Lara Traeger, PhD (Massachusetts General Hospital), and Felicity
Harper, PhD (Wayne State University), Claire Conley, PhD (Georgetown University) and
Neha Goyal, PhD (University of California San Francisco).

Dr. Lara Traeger is a clinical psychologist at Mass
General Hospital and an Assistant Professor at Harvard
Medical School. She is the Director of Qualitative Research for
the Mass General Cancer Outcomes Research and Education
(CORE) program and Associate Director of the Qualitative &
Mixed Methods Research Unit for the Mass General Division of
Clinical Research. Dr. Traeger’s work focuses on developing
and testing interventions to enhance self-efficacy and
resiliency in adults affected by cancer and aging. Her advice to
early career researchers: “Recognize the specific value you

bring to your multidisciplinary research teams at every table

Lara Traeger, PhD . ,

. that you sit at and at each different stage of your career. And do

Service Award "
the same for others.

Dr. Felicity Harper is the Associate Director for Population
Sciences at Karmanos Cancer Institute and a Professor of Oncology
at Wayne State University School of Medicine. She has studied the
psychological and social factors that influence the emotional well-
being, quality of life, and treatment experience of cancer patients
for over 15 years. She is currently the lead MPI for an NIH R0O1-
funded study of quality of life among African American cancer
survivors and a Co-Investigator for the Detroit Research on Cancer
Survivors (ROCS) study, a cohort study of over 5,000 African
American cancer survivors. Dr. Harper is also a licensed Clinical
Psychologist and has a therapy practice working with cancer
patients and their families at Karmanos Cancer Institute.

Felicity Harper,
PhD
Service Award

Dr. Harper has been a member of SBM since 2003 and has a long-
standing record of service with the organization. She co-founded and
ran a career development and mock grant review workshop at the
SBM Annual Meeting for 11 years. She has also been an active member of the SBM Cancer
SIG Leadership Team and Co-Leader of the Education and Career Development Committee
for the past 17 years. In 2019, she co-launched the SBM Peer Mentoring Group Initiative,
which pairs members at similar career levels for monthly small group virtual meetings. Dr.
Harper has also demonstrated yearly service as an abstract reviewer for the SBM Annual
Meeting, serving as the Co-Chair of the Cancer Topic Area for 3 years. As a measure of her
contributions to the organization, Dr. Harper was named a Fellow of SBM in 2020.



Dr. Claire Conley is an Assistant Professor of Oncology at
Georgetown University and a member of the Cancer Prevention and
Control Program at Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer
Center. Dr. Conley’s research centers on psychosocial issues across
the cancer continuum, from prevention to end-of-life. Her current
work focuses on precision oncology, with an emphasis on decision-
making about cancer prevention, screening, and treatment. Ongoing
projects include studies of: breast cancer screening among high-risk
populations, shared decision-making about palliative care among
Black patients with advanced lung cancer, and symptom
management among women with metastatic breast cancer. The
ultimate goal of her research is to develop interventions to improve

Claire Conley, quality of life for cancer survivors and at-risk populations. When
PhD asked about any advice she would give to SBM Cancer SIG members,
Service Award Dr. Conley replied: “I'd just like to encourage early-career folks to get

involved in one of the Cancer SIG committees or task forces! It's a great
way to build your professional network and get your name out there, while also building your
CV. My time on the SIG communications committee was invaluable - [ can't tell you how many
times someone has said to me, "Oh, I know you from the newsletter emails!" I think it really
gave me a leg up when it came to my job search.” Great advice, and congratulations again, Dr.
Conley!

Dr. Neha Goyal is a Psychologist at the University of
California- San Francisco Helen Diller Family Cancer
Center. Dr. Goyal is a licensed clinical psychologist and
provides clinical care to patients of all cancer types. Her
research interests include developing and evaluating brief
interventions that can be implemented into clinical
oncology settings, with a particular interest in those with
advanced cancer and hematologic cancer. For early career
professionals and trainees, she had the following advice:
“Consider joining one of the Cancer SIG committees. For me,
it has been a great opportunity to network and meet others
in our field, while making a contribution to our community.

It’s also not a bad way to get your name out there!” Neha Goyal, PhD
Service Award

STUDENT AWARD

This year’s recipient of the SBM Cancer SIG Student Award was Jen Olson, PhD. Dr. Olson
is an Australian researcher with a PhD in Psychology. With expertise in behavioral
medicine, her research focuses on understanding the ecological determinants of health
behavior and supporting people to lead active and healthy lifestyles. Jen is committed to
addressing health disparities, and her work has focused on people living in under-served
regional communities in Australia, South Asian and Middle Eastern migrant women, older
adults, men with obesity, and people with chronic conditions, including diabetes and



cancer. She was most recently engaged as a Postdoctoral Scholar in the College of Medicine
and College of Health and Human Development at Penn State. She recently moved to
Canada to be closer to family and will be looking for opportunities to apply her skills in an
industry, government, or academic position there.

Jen Olson, PhD
Student Award

SIG Leadership Update

Shelby Langer, PhD was elected as the Cancer SIG’s
incoming chair (2022-2025). Dr. Langer is a
personality social psychologist and an Associate
Professor with tenure in the Edson College of Nursing
and Health Innovation at Arizona State University
(ASU). She is also an SBM Fellow, Associate Director
of ASU’s Center for Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention, and an Affiliate Investigator at both Mayo
Clinic Arizona and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Center. Dr. Langer’s program of research focuses on
dyadic communication and emotion regulation within
the context of chronic illness including advanced
cancer. Current collaborations include a multi-method
examination of couple communication in cancer (MPI

grant with Laura Porter, Palliative Care SIG chair) and a couple-based physical activity
intervention for persons recovering from hematopoietic cell transplantation and their
caregiving partners (Mayo Clinic-ASU seed grant).

During her term as SIG chair, her priorities are to highlight the impactful work of SIG
members, from trainees to experienced investigators; to foster collaborations and learning
opportunities both within our SIG and with other SIGs (she increasingly sees herself as a
research match-maker); and to support and build upon the outstanding efforts of Cancer
SIG committees already in place. To that end, she has joined a newly formed CRO
subcommittee of the PRO Taskforce and will help to create resources for researchers and
clinicians interested in caregiver-reported outcomes, extending this conceptualization to
objective indicators of psychosocial functioning and to patient-caregiver dyads. She also
envisions, with the person-power and expertise of interested SIG members, a webinar or



series of webinars, or umbrella review synthesizing the myriad approaches to date on
caregiver and dyadic assessment and intervention. Dr. Langer looks forward with great
enthusiasm to welcoming all of you to the 2023 meeting in Phoenix and is planning an
event to bring Cancer SIG members together with local cancer control entities. Official save-
the- date coming this fall. For now, pencil in 6pm on 04.27.23!

We would also like to acknowledge Dr. Karen Syrjala. Dr.
Syrjala served as chair from 2019-2022 and brought to life
many of the new SIG initiatives and taskforces during this
time.

Thank you for your service, Dr. Syrjala!

SBM 2023 Annual Meeting: Abstracts Due September 6th

Location: The 2023 Annual
_ Meeting will be held April 26-
April 26-29, 2023 | Phoenix, AZ S § | 29 at the Sheraton Phoenix
44" Annual Meeting . Downtown in Phoenix, AZ. The

& Scientific Sessions A meeting's theme is

Translating Science into Impact izt 4 : “Translating Science into
3 Impact.”

Submissions: Abstract
submissions for the 2023 Annual Meeting are now open. The abstract submission deadline
is Tuesday, September 6th at 11:59 p.m. EST. To learn more and submit an abstract, go
to https://www.sbm.org/meetings/2023.




Don’t forget to select “Cancer” as your topic area when you submit your abstract - we
want to make sure that the Cancer SIG has outstanding representation at the 2023 Annual
Meeting!

Looking for Pre-Conference Collaborators?: Now is the time to be thinking about pre-
conference courses, symposia, and debates for the annual meeting! We’ve created a
Google Doc to allow SIG members to list ideas for potential submissions, including whether
they are looking for potential collaborators. We hope that this document will facilitate
collaborations among SIG members! You can access the Google Doc by clicking here or
going directly to: https://bit.ly/CancerSIG2022. (If you have questions or technical
difficulties accessing the Google Doc, please email cancerSIGcommunications@gmail.com.)

Ideas or Suggestions?: If you have other ideas or suggestions for Cancer SIG events at the
2022 Annual Meeting, please contact the SIG chair ASAP (Dr. Bernadine Pinto, contact
information below)! If you want Cancer SIG sponsorship for pre-conference workshops,
symposia, or panels/debates (excluding paper and poster submissions): send the title,
authors and abstract to Dr. Pinto for SIG leadership review, well before the deadline.

e Bernardine Pinto (pintob@mailbox.sc.edu)

SBM Cancer SIG Connects Initiative

of ta , 2 %= . A, . Anewinitiative was launched during the SIG’s social
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- by a subgroup of volunteers who met to discuss how we
might implement this initiative. We plan to have one
hour virtual meetings 4 times/year. The inaugural Cancer SIG Connects meeting was held
July 20th with the coordinating help of Dr. Claire Conley. The feedback was very positive
and all attendees recommended that a meeting focusing on abstract submissions be offered
next year.

Next Connects virtual meeting: Wed. Oct. 19, 4-5 pm EST.
Peer networking sessions: January 25, 2023 & May 31, 2023 from 4:00-5:00 pm EST.
Stay tuned for more details.

Health Equity Corner



In 2020, the Cancer SIG chairs surveyed the SIG
members regarding our group’s priorities and
future initiatives. Based on the results of that
survey, the SIG recently launched a new Cancer
Health Equity Task Force. The mission of this
Task Force is to raise awareness of Cancer
Health Equity concerns from the population
health and professional /workforce development
perspectives.

The task force is led by SIG members Sharon
Manne, PhD (Rutgers Cancer Institute of New
Jersey), and Michelle Martin, PhD (University of
Tennessee Health Sciences Center). Upon reaching out to the SIG members, there was
overwhelming interest in participation, with nearly 40 individuals volunteering for the task
force! We are thrilled with the energy and enthusiasm of the task force members.

The task force would like to introduce three initiatives and two subcommittees:

(from left) Dr. Sharon Manne & Dr. Michelle Martin

e Initiative and subcommittee: SBM Cancer SIG Climate Survey Committee
e Initiative: Pre-conference Seminar
e Committee: Diversity Café

Please reach out to Dr. Manne (mannesl@cinj.rutgers.edu) or Dr. Martin
(mmartl26@uthsc.edu) if you are interested in joining any of the above initiatives or
subcommittees!

Call for Applications: Harvard Medical School Workshop on Research
Methods in Supportive Oncology

This intensive 6-day workshop will provide an overview of
fundamental methods, such as study designs, qualitative and
survey methods, and approaches to data analysis in supportive
oncology research. Over the course of the workshop, participants
will write a complete study protocol under the direct mentorship
of expert faculty in the field of supportive oncology. Participants
will continue to receive assistance after the workshop from their
workshop mentors to help in the implementation of their studies
(CC)Image Courtesy: The Blue Diamond Gallery at their home institutions.

Essential workshop topics include: creation of conceptual models, supportive care clinical trials,
development of psychosocial interventions, decision science, stakeholder engagement, web-based
research, study of patient-provider communication, qualitative and survey methods, and data
analysis.



Jennifer Temel, MD and William Pirl, MD, MPH will co-chair the workshop with a multidisciplinary
team of faculty including: Joseph Greer, PhD; Elyse Park, MD, MPH; Lara Traeger, PhD; Lisa Wood,
PhD; James Tulsky, MD; Areej El-Jawahri, MD; Joanne Wolfe, MD, MPH and others.

The workshop will take place Sunday, January 22 - Friday, January, 27, 2023.

It will be offered virtually again this year, with an option to attend some sessions in Boston. A
stipend will be available for travel and lodging. The workshop is supported by NCI R25 181000 and
there is no tuition fee. Attendance is limited to 36 participants and will be based on a competitive
application process.

For more information and to apply, please visit
https://pallcare.hms.harvard.edu/courses/rmso.

Applications are due by September 7, 2022.

If you have any questions, please email pallcare@partners.org (Harvard Medical School Center for
Palliative Care).

Physicians, nurses, social workers, and psychologists who are early-stage researchers are eligible to
attend. Participants must have a doctoral degree.

This year, we will have a special program for graduate students from under-represented
minority groups who are currently in doctoral programs. We will be accepting a small
number of students into this program. Unfortunately, we are not able to accept doctoral
students outside of this program.

Call for Letter of Intent: American Institute
for Cancer Research Grant

The American Institute for Cancer Research’s (AICR) Grant
P Program’s letter of intent submission will open on
20 Amencan December 9. Details and a list of submission dates can be

Institute for found here

Cancer AICR funds research that focuses on the intersection of diet,

Resea rCh® weight, physical activity, and cancer risk. By offering grants
for basic, translational and clinical research to scientists and
clinicians at various career levels, AICR seeks to expand the
global understanding of cancer, improve cancer care, and
ultimately, realize our vision of a world where no one
develops a preventable cancer.

AICR’s Grant Program is dedicated to funding research on cancer prevention, treatment and
survival related to diet, nutrition, body composition and physical activity. Its grants are awarded
through a rigorous review process of expert peer review. AICR considers each grant that it funds to



be an investment in the future of cancer research, improvement in cancer prevention and towards
better outcomes for cancer patients.

AICR is committed to supporting researchers and healthcare professionals, and to ensuring that
research can help families, patients and communities. Since its founding, AICR has committed more
than $110 million to grants and research.

Research AICR has previously funded and is currently funding can be found here. SBM members
have been (and are currently) AICR grant recipients!

International Psycho-Oncology Society (IPOS) 23rd Annual World Congress

Dates: August 29th - September 1st, 2022
Location: Toronto, Canada (with hybrid/virtual modalities)

The annual IPOS World Congress of Psycho-Oncology and
Psychosocial Academy brings together professionals in diverse
fields from around the globe who dialogue about improving
cancer care on an international level and developing strategies
to add psychosocial issues to all aspects of cancer control. The
attendees include, but are not limited to, psychologists,
psychiatrists, physicians, nurses, social workers, social
scientists, patient advocates, educators and administrators,
dieticians, epidemiologists, spiritual care specialists, and vocational rehabilitation
specialists.

The congress usually offers three days of symposia, podium presentations and posters
addressing a variety of disciplines within cancer supportive care. The congress is held in
conjunction with the Psychosocial Academy which offers two days of training workshops
and presentations.

Registration link: https://www.capo.ca/event-4653855

American Psychosocial Oncology
(APOS) 20th Annual Conference

APOS-SOCIETY.ORG

APUS 2023 \ _ The American Psychosocial Oncology

1 m ANNUAL CONFERENCE i 8% Society is also now accepting abstracts for
MARCH 15-17. 2023 A § the 20th Annual Conference to be held in
PORTLAND MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN ' % Portland, Oregon from March 15-17, 2023
"_ at the Portland Marriott Downtown
Waterfront. The theme of the 2023
conference is Re-Building Meaningful




Connections Through Practice, Advocacy, and Research.

Psychosocial oncology professionals in all disciplines and cancer advocates are encouraged
to submit abstracts as part of a symposium or as individual podium or poster
presentations. They welcome research, program, and clinical abstracts, including meta-
analyses, systematic reviews, case presentations, and program evaluations.

Preferred abstracts will address the conference theme and objectives, focusing on research,
practing, training, and advocacy endeavors that support diversity, equity, and inclusion in
psychosocial oncology as related to race, ethnicity, age, religion, culture, language,
disability, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, and gender identity and/or expression.
They particularly encourage symposia that include community partners as discussants, as
well as podium and poster presentation submissions from community partners. For
submission information go to, https://apos.societyconference.com/v2/

DEADLINES:

Symposium- Monday, September 19 at 5:00 PM EST
Poster/Paper- Friday, October 21 at 5:00 PM EST

SBM Webinar Series: Behavior Change Grand Rounds

Topic: Antiracism and Cultural Humility in Pain
Research and Clinical Care

Date: August 18th, 2022, 1PM EST

Presenters: Jaylyn Clark, PhD; Anna Hood, PhD,
Janelle Letzen, PhD, & Calia Morais, PhD
Registration: SBM members Free and Others $45
Link: https://www.sbm.org/training/webinars

Call for Papers for Special Issue on Mobile
Applications in Health Professionals: Deadline
July 31, 2023

CAI'I' FOR Invitations are open to submit your new

PAPERS publications to the Special Issue titled
"Mobile Applications in Health

Professionals" to be published in the
International Journal of Environmental
Research and Public Health | An Open




Access Journal from MDPI. The Journal's 5-Year Impact Factor is 4.614 (2022). Check
out the web link to learn more about the topic.

The articles will be reviewed and published on a rolling basis. If you intend to submit,
please send a tentative title and author list to beenish.chaudhry@louisiana.edu to
receive a 300 CHF discount voucher (only eight remaining) that can be applied
towards the Article Processing Fee (CHF 2500).

“Nuggets to Know”

#NuggetsToKnow is an initiative of the I I I I I I I I I I

SBM Cancer SIG Education & Training

Committee with the goal of bringing advice Find people who believe in you and your

from senior researchers and leaders in the ideas: You will need persistence and

field to members of the SIG. collaborators and people who value what
you do. Seek them out if they aren'’t in

Share YOUR #NuggetsToKnow on social your department or institution.

media, and be sure to use the hashtag

#CancerSIG and tag @BehavioralMed e fyriala Tho.

Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center

MATRA Tk

Questions? Comments? Suggestions?
Have an idea for a twitter chat? Or an SBM Health Living article?
Want to contribute an item for the next newsletter?
Contact the Cancer SIG Communications Committee at
cancerSIGcommunications@gmail.com

(from left) Lauren Zimmaro, Neha Goyal, Desiree Azizoddin, Beenish Chaudry, Ellen Park



