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Council on SIGs Minutes
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014

Time: 10am HT/12am PT/1pm MT/2pm CT/3pm ET

Dial in: 1-800-377-8846

UK Dial in: 0-808-101-7574 (7pm UTC/London time)

Passcode: 70129188#

Present: 
Claudio Nigg, PhD (Chair) 

Marcella Boynton, PhD
Joanna Buscemi, PhD
Mallory Cases, MPH, CPH 
Lara Dhingra, PhD
Sara Folta, PhD
Bernard Fuemmeler, PhD, MPH
Eric Hekler, PhD
Jennifer Huberty, PhD
Amy Janke, PhD
Beth Lewis, PhD
Gina Merchant, MA
Caroline Richardson, MD
Christine Rini, PhD
Lila Finney Rutten, PhD, MPH
John Salsman, PhD
Jamilia Sly, PhD
Mark Vogel, PhD
Erika Waters, MPH
David Williams, PhD
Regrets: 
David Ahern, PhD
James Aikens, PhD
Andrea Clements, PhD
Stephanie Fitzpatrick, PhD
Heather Gainforth, PhD
David Goodrich, EdD
Amy Gorin, PhD
Neha Gothe, PhD
Kristi Graves, PhD
Emily Grieser
Clement Gwede, PhD, MPH, RN
Sara Kornfield, PhD
Susan Michie, DPhil, CPsych, FBPS
Arlen Moller, PhD
Erin Olson
Danielle Schoffman 
Lori Scott-Sheldon, PhD
Jennifer St. Sauver, PhD, MPH
Jerry Suls, PhD
Laura Young, MD, PhD

Staff: 
Amy Stone, Executive Director 
Lindsay Bullock, Senior Media and Communications Manager 
Erica Linc, Program Manager.
Publication Prospectus
Dr. Nigg convened the call with a discussion of the publication prospectus and clarified that there is no specific agreement with a journal. Annals is currently asking their publisher about cost and should have an answer for SBM by January. While Annals is the preferred journal the SIG Council may choose to go elsewhere if the cost is prohibitive. Guest editors are Amy Janke (e.janke@usciences.edu), Danielle Schoffman (schoffmd@email.sc.edu) and Claudio Nigg (cnigg@hawaii.edu). 

The deadline for SIG paper outlines is January 30, 2015. Only one proposal per SIG may be submitted and the goal is to highlight most impactful areas of future research in that field. Partnering with other SIGs is encouraged. Please note that authors could include the SIG Chair but that is not required. 

Action step:  SIGs to submit paper outlines to Claudio by January 30, 2015.
Measuring SIG Activity (introduction)
Dr. Nigg introduced the topic the Executive Committee would like ideas on how to keep SIGs vibrant and active, and rather than imposing requirements the board would like the measures to come directly from the SIGs. Options could include membership attrition or courses offered for “x” number of years. The committee is seeking a sort of minimal activity guide.
Dr. Nigg opened the floor to discussion which included the following suggestions:
1. Have SIGs reapply every few years. It was asked what sort of variation in activity we’ve seen.
a. Action step: Amy and Erica will look into this and report back.
2. If part of the concern is scarcity of resources could there be a maximum number of SIGs imposed? How many SIGs is too many?
3. Change the expectations associated with being a member of a SIG. It was noted that the ease of joining SIGs when someone first becomes a member of SBM could be contributing to the issue of disengagement and inactivity. 
4. Moving away from limiting the number and focus more on productivity of each SIG.
5. Setting a variety of metrics that can be used (ie: training opportunities, generating revenue, increasing SBM membership, etc…) for evaluation since each SIG is different and may have different strengths. 
Action step: Amy Stone and Erica Linc will go back over the past three years to see how SIGs contributed historically with different activities. 

Membership discussion (introduction)
Dr. Nigg turned the call over to Lindsay Bullock who explained that the Membership Council was seeking ideas on how SIGs could engage in the member recruitment process during the Annual Meeting.

Lindsay Bullock provided a brief history of past efforts:
· 2011 & 2012 – There was a breakfast for new and non-members which normally had low attendance.
· 2013 – The event was moved to later in the day and hors d'oeuvre were served. It resulted in low attendance.
· 2014 – Shifted to more of a storytelling angle with a panel and meet and greet in the middle of the day. Again there was low attendance.
Dr. Nigg opened the floor for discussion:

· Lindsay Bullock suggested holding a speed networking event during the poster session in the poster hall which would be incentivized with a free drink ticket. 

· Dr. Eric Hekler identified the issue of trying to pack too many activities into a small amount of time and suggested there may be a need for more unstructured time (cited FOO Camp http://foocamp12.wiki.oreilly.com/wiki/index.php/Main_Page as an extreme example). Suggested extending annual meeting by another day to allow attendees more time to converse.

· Dr. Mark Vogel shared the idea of having an exhibitor area for the SIGs on the periphery of the poster sessions to allow attendees to interact with the different SIGs. Suggested that each SIG be allowed to each have a poster and have members sign up for shifts to interact with those interested in learning more. 

Action steps: Any further ideas can be emailed to Amy Stone (astone@sbm.org), Lindsay Bullock (lbullock@sbm.org) or Erica Linc (elinc@sbm.org). 

Next call:
Date: February 26, 2015

Time: 10am HT/12am PT/1pm MT/2pm CT/3pm ET

Dial in: 1-800-377-8846

UK Dial in: 0-808-101-7574 (7pm UTC/London time)

Passcode: 70129188#
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