-San Diego Parks, Museums, and Zoos-

Attractions Within Walking Distance of the Hyatt
Aircraft Carrier/Midway Museum

Midway's air wing is constantly expanding.  You will see an array of meticulously restored aircraft and helicopters both in Midway's hangar bay and on the flight deck.  You can climb in their SH-3 Seaking or the H-46 Sea Knight helicopters and imagine the hardship the pilots encountered at sea or scale the ladder of the T-2 Buckeye and imagine what it would be like to be catapulted off of the carrier going from 0 to 150 miles an hour in just three short seconds.  This is definitely a one-of-a-kind experience.  

Location: 910 N. Harbor Drive, San Diego, 92101; .5 miles (an easy walk) from Hyatt 
Website: www.midway.org
Hours: 10 a.m. -5 p.m. Daily

Children’s Park
A series of grassy knolls, large trees, and a large water feature and fountain make this one of Downtown's favorite parks. It is located across the street from the Children’s Museum (which will reopen May 4th, 2008).  

Location: First and Island, San Diego, 92101; .4 miles (an easy walk) from Hyatt

Firehouse Museum

The San Diego Firehouse Museum is located in the Little Italy section of downtown San Diego.  Inside the museum, visitors will see firefighting memorabilia dating back 100 years.  Everything from fire buckets to early firefighting apparatus is on display.
Location: 1572 Columbia Street, San Diego 92101; 1.1 miles (a nice walk) from Hyatt
Website: http://www.thesdfirehousemuseum.org/
Hours: Thursday & Friday, 10 am to 2pm & Saturday & Sunday, 10am to 4pm.

Gaslamp Quarter Park

Located at the trolley stop at Fifth Avenue and Harbor Drive, at the foot of the Historic Gaslamp Quarter, this open plaza offers incredible views of the newly expanded Convention Center and includes a whimsical water feature.

Location: 5th Ave. & Harbor Drive, San Diego 92101; .5 miles (an easy walk) from Hyatt

Maritime Museum of San Diego

The Maritime Museum of San Diego features one of the world's finest collections of historic ships. The museum's impressive fleet includes the world's oldest active ship Star of India, H.M.S. Surprise from the Academy Award winning film "Master and Commander," the 1898 steam ferry Berkeley, the 1904 steam yacht Medea and the B-39 soviet-era Russian attack submarine. On board you will find fascinating exhibits on maritime history, exploration and warfare including an interactive children's play area. Enhance your visit to the museum by choosing a trip on San Diego Bay aboard an authentic 1914 Pilot Boat or a day sail aboard the revenue cutter Californian-the State's Official Tall Ship. 

Location: 1492 N. Harbor Drive, San Diego 92101; 1.6 miles (a nice walk) from Hyatt
Website: http://www.sdmaritime.org/
Hours: Open every day of the year 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Promenade

Across from the San Diego Convention Center, this beautifully landscaped linear park is a favorite for pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists.  Its public art enhancements celebrate the dreams of Dr. King. 

Location: along Harbor Drive (right in front of hotel)
Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego

The permanent collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art San Diego, includes more than 4,000 works created after 1950, representing all media and genres: painting, sculpture, works on paper, photography, video, film, and installation. MCASD is known for collecting works by promising emerging artists and under-recognized mid-career artists, as well as by major figures in contemporary art. Among the greatest strengths of the MCASD Collection are minimalism and Pop art of the 1960s and 70s, conceptual art from the 1960s to the present, installation art, Latin American art, and art from California and the San Diego/Tijuana region.
Location: 1100 & 1001 Kettner Blvd. 92101; .4 miles (an easy walk) from Hyatt
Website: http://www.mcasd.org/
Hours: 11-6 Saturday through Tuesday; 11-9 Thursday and Friday; Closed Wednesday

Seaport Village and North Embarcadero Marina Park
This is a 14 acre waterfront shopping, dining, and entertainment complex recreating a harbor side setting of a century ago.  Includes 54 one of a kind shops, 13 casual dining eateries, and 4 fine dining waterfront restaurants.  Just south of Seaport Village is the North Embarcadero Marina Park.  This large open waterfront park is great for picnics or watching the activity in the harbor.  
Location: Kettner and W. Harbor Drive; 384 feet (an easy walk) from Hyatt

Website: http://www.seaportvillage.com/

Hours: 10 am – 9 pm daily
Women’s History Museum

With the help of many volunteers, the WHM features a variety of changing exhibits and displays on women's history, sponsors a monthly membership lecture series (also open to the public), maintains a library and research archive, and provides speakers for the community through its Speaker's Bureau.  
Location: 2323 Broadway, Ste 107, SD 92102; 2.8 miles (short cab ride) from Hyatt 

Website: http://www.whmec.org
Hours: Tuesdays - Fridays, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm; Saturdays 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
Balboa Park

Park Overview

Balboa Park is the nation's largest urban cultural park, located about 3.4 miles from the Hyatt (a quick cab ride or a long walk).  Home to 15 major museums, renowned performing arts venues, beautiful gardens and the San Diego Zoo, the Park has an ever-changing calendar of museum exhibitions, plays, musicals, concerts, and classes.  Visitors to Balboa Park will also enjoy some of the most beautiful gardens and open spaces in Southern California. Casual and fine dining facilities are located throughout the park. The park’s major attractions are detailed below. Visit the park’s website for more information: http://www.balboapark.org/.

Balboa Passport

Experience 13 museums for only $35 with the Balboa Park Passport program. The Passport (a $95 value) is a coupon booklet that allows one entrance to the 13 participating museums and is valid for an entire week. A child's passport is also available for children 3 to 12 years old for only $19 (a $43 value).  Also available is the Zoo/Passport Combo for adults for only $59 (more than $125 value), and $33 for children 3 to 12 (more than $63 value). This combo passport includes entrance to the museums as well as 1 Day Deluxe Zoo Admission.  Purchase online, at any participating museum, or at the Balboa Park Visitors Center.

Balboa Park Highlights

Japanese Friendship Garden

The Garden originated as a teahouse during the 1915–16 Panama-California Exposition. Along the Garden’s winding paths are a Zen garden for meditation, an exhibit house, koi pond, bonsai exhibit, and a Fujidana  (wisteria arbor). 

Hours: Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00am-4:00pm; Closed Monday

San Diego Zoo

Home to more than 4,000 rare and endangered animals representing more than 800 species and subspecies, the San Diego Zoo is a world famous conservation organization where visitors view exotic animals in habitat environments. Zoo guests may view rare giant pandas, cuddly looking koalas, primates, many other animal species, and beautiful plants. Admission: adults--$22.75; children (3-11 years)--$15.50.  Some exhibits you won’t want to miss are the “Polar Bear Plunge” and panda and hippo exhibit.  

Location: located in Balboa Park—approximately 3.4 miles from Hyatt
Website: http://www.sandiegozoo.org/zoo/index.html and telephone: (619)234-3153
Hours: Daily 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with extended summer hours
Balboa Park’s Museums (all are approximately 3.4 miles from Hyatt)

	Centro Cultural de la Raza
A multidisciplinary cultural arts center dedicated to creating, promoting, and preserving Chicano, Mexican, Indigenous & Latino art and culture. 

Hours: Tues.–Sun., noon–4:00 p.m.; Closed Monday

	Mingei International Museum
Dedicated to the understanding and appreciation of art of people (mingei) from all cultures of the world, the Museum presents exhibitions of traditional and contemporary folk art, craft, & design in modern, state-of-the-art gallery spaces. 

Hours: Tues. - Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Closed Monday
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	Museum of Photographic Arts
The Museum of Photographic Arts houses more than 4,000 works, representing the entire history of photography, its aesthetic movements, and technological advancements. The collection is particularly strong in modern and contemporary work, specifically social documentary photography and photojournalism. 

Hours: Tues-Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (until 9:00 p.m. on Thurs.)
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	Museum of San Diego History
The museum showcases the region's unique, colorful, and diverse history exhibiting artifacts, costumes, textiles, art, and photographs detailing life and development of the local area. 

Hours: Daily. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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	Reuben H. Fleet Science Center
The Fleet is home to Southern California’s only IMAX® Dome Theater and 100+ hands-on science exhibits for all ages. Watch immersive giant-screen films and amazing planetarium shows on the IMAX Dome and experience seven galleries of fun, interactive exhibits. A 23-passenger motion simulator ride thrills visitors with journeys into exciting realms.

Hours: Daily 9:30 a.m., closing times vary.



	San Diego Air & Space Museum
The Air & Space Museum covers five centuries of aviation history, demonstrating the remarkable progress of manned flight with more than 60 aircraft and space vehicles on display. Enjoy The Planetary Theater, as visitor step through the portals of space to discover Mother Earth and the solar system. 

Hours: Daily 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

	San Diego Art Institute (SDAI): Museum of the Living Artist
A new exhibition of works by San Diego artists opens every four to six weeks in this gallery, dedicated to the advancement of the visual arts through outreach, education, and exhibition. 

Hours: Tue. - Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Sun. noon to 4:00 p.m
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	San Diego Automotive Museum
A nostalgic look at the icon of the 20th-century features more than 80 historic autos and motorcycles. Includes Frank Sinatra’s 1967 Austin Petrol Hire Car and Louie Mattar’s Fabulous $75,000 Car. 

Hours: Daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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	San Diego Hall of Champions Sports Museum
The nation's largest multi-sport museum boasts memorabilia reflecting San Diego's sporting legacy. Visitors can call play-by-play for Tony Gwynn and Ted Williams in the state-of-the-art media center, follow the evolution of the surfboard, or soar with skateboard legend Tony Hawk. 

Hours: Daily 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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	San Diego Model Railroad Museum
The museum is the world's largest operating model railroad museum. This unique museum contains four enormous scale and model layouts, built by separate clubs, which depict railroads of the Southwest in O, HO, and N scales. 

Hours: Tue. - Fri. 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Sat. and Sun. 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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	San Diego Museum of Art 
As the region's oldest and largest art museum, the San Diego Museum of Art's renowned holdings include a fine selection of European old masters, 19th and 20th century American art, an encyclopedic Asian collection, and growing collections of contemporary and Latin American art. 

Hours: Tue. - Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
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	San Diego Museum of Man
The San Diego Museum of Man is the region's only museum devoted to anthropology-as well as arts, culture and scientific achievements, including permanent collections of Maya monuments, rare Egyptian tomb artifacts and Peruvian mummies, the Children's Discovery Center, and changing exhibits highlighting contemporary human cultures from around the world.  

Hours: Daily 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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	San Diego Natural History Museum 
The museum is an active research institution and is the second oldest scientific institution in Southern California. The museum is dedicated to interpreting the natural world through research and education, offering local and international exhibitions and promoting understanding of the evolution and diversity of the Southern California-Baja California region. The museum also features giant-screen films and offers a wide selection of public programs for people of all ages. 

Hours vary

	

	Timken Museum of Art
Considered one of the finest small museums in the United States, the Timken houses the world-class Putnam Foundation Collection of European old master paintings, American paintings, and Russian icons. Artists represented include Rembrandt, Rubens, Fragonard, Bierstadt, Pieter Bruegel the Elder, John Singleton Copley, and Eastman Johnson. 

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
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	Veterans Museum & Memorial Center
Located in the historic Old Navy Chapel, the museum preserves and honors the memory of men and women of the Armed Forces, Coast Guard, and Wartime Merchant Marine. The collection contains artifacts, documents, photographs, memorabilia, and artwork from the Civil War to the present. 

Hours: Tue. - Sat. 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; Sun. 10:00am to 3:00pm
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	WorldBeat Center
Housed in a colorfully painted former water tower, WorldBeat Center is dedicated to promoting and preserving African, African-American, and other indigenous cultures of the world through art, music, dance, education, and technology. 

Hours vary.
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Other San Diego Area Parks, Museums, and Zoos 

Birch Aquarium at Scripps

The Aquarium brings to life the exciting discoveries of world-renowned Scripps Institution of Oceanography.  Enter the world of sharks, seahorses, living coral reefs and more, and discover a stunning variety of Pacific marine life in more than 60 habitats. Interact with exhibits that showcase the cutting-edge discoveries of Scripps Oceanography explorers through hands-on displays and multimedia.

Location: 2300 Expedition Way, La Jolla, CA; 14.5 miles (20 min. drive) from Hyatt 
Website: http://aquarium.ucsd.edu/

Hours: 9 am - 5 pm daily
Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcala:

First of the 21 missions and known as the Mother of the Missions, Mission San Diego de Alcala was founded on July 16, 1769 by Blessed Junipero Serra. It was designated as a Minor Basilica in 1976 by Pope Paul VI. The Mission today is an active Catholic Parish in the Diocese of San Diego.
Location: 10818 San Diego Mission Rd, 92108; 9.2 miles (16 min. drive) from Hyatt
Website: http://www.missionsandiego.com/

Hours: Daily 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

Museum of Contemporary Art, La Jolla

This Museum of Contemporary Art has a similarly wonderful collection to that of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Downtown (see description above) but in a breathtaking setting.  

Location: 700 Prospect Street La Jolla, CA 92037; 13.6 miles (22 min. drive) from Hyatt
Website: http://www.mcasd.org/
Hours: 11-5 Friday through Tuesday; 11-7 Thursdays; Closed Wednesday

San Diego Wild Animal Park

The Zoological Society of San Diego oversees a second property—the Wild Animal Park—in addition to the Zoo.  The Wild Animal Park is located at 15500 San Pasqual Valley Road, 35 miles north of the San Diego Zoo and east of Escondido.  If you have extra time and a rental car, and love to see African animals grazing on a fair amount of land, you should consider a visit. A monorail ride provides a great view of all the animals. You may then get in some moderate physical activity and visit your favorite animals on foot.  Admission: adults--$28.75; children (3-11 years)--$17.50.

Website: http://www.sandiegozoo.org/wap/index.html and telephone: (760)747-8702

Hours: Daily 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with extended summer hours
Sea World

SeaWorld San Diego is one of the world's premier marine adventure parks with 200 acres of world-class shows, thrilling rides, and unforgettable animal encounters. More than 80 million visitors have explored the mysteries of the sea here, with up-close animal interactions and exhilarating thrills. 
Location: 500 Sea World Drive, San Diego, 92109; 6.5 miles (a short cab) ride from Hyatt
Website: http://www.seaworld.com/sandiego/

Hours: Open year-round with varying hours 

