GUIDE TO SAN DIEGO BEACH SPOTS AND ACTIVITIES

70 miles of beautiful beaches! Highlighting a few spots heading south down the coastline:
TORREY PINES STATE PARK AND BEACH

Torrey Pines is a favorite of beachgoers and hikers alike. The state park and beach offer a glimpse of the natural environment found along the southern California coast. The plant life and ecosystem are incredibly unique and diverse. If you hike down the trail-lined cliffs from the top of Torrey Pines State Park (starting at the visitor’s center), your reward will be the least crowded beach anywhere in San Diego County. 

(Take advantage of the wonderful interpretive exhibits found at the visitor’s center. (On weekends and holidays there are interpretive nature walks at 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 

Address: 12600 North Torrey Pines Road, San Diego CA 92037 (25 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Hours: Torrey Pines State Reserve is open daily from 8:00 AM till sunset. The Visitor Center opens daily at 9:00AM. 

Cost: General Parking at the Reserve: $8 or Park for free along 101 to the north 

LA JOLLA
La Jolla Cove is a very small beach, tucked between adjacent sandstone cliffs.   Due to its extraordinary beauty, La Jolla Cove is one of the most photographed beaches in Southern California. It is within a short walk of the commercial area of the community of La Jolla, where you will find clothing, jewelry, and art boutiques as well as a large selection of restaurants. 

(Grassy Scripps Park is immediately adjacent and an excellent area for picnicking. (Water visibility at the Cove can sometimes exceed 30 feet, making it a popular location for scuba divers and snorkelers. 

(The Children's Pool is a small beach partially protected by a seawall. The original intention was to create a fully protected swimming area for children, but during much of the year, seals and sea lions are present on or near the beach. A reserve for these marine mammals, called Seal Rock, is just offshore. 

Address: 1100 Coast Boulevard, San Diego, CA, 92037 (20 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

PACIFIC BEACH/MISSION BEACH

In Pacific Beach you will find long stretches of sand, the Crystal Pier (a publicly accessible fishing pier) and a bustling boardwalk, perfect for rollerblading, cycling, walking and more. Various shops, restaurants, beach rental outfits (surfboard, boogie board, bicycle rentals are available) line the boardwalk and nearby streets. The beach continues south for over two miles, becoming Mission Beach and then South Mission Beach, eventually ending at the channel entrance to Mission Bay. This long beach, known as “The Strand,” lies directly adjacent to the residential and commercial areas of the Pacific Beach and Mission Beach. It is the most popular beach in the City of San Diego and draws large crowds in summer. Surfing lessons are available!
Address (of the Crystal Pier): 4500 Ocean Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 (18 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)
While in Mission Beach, be sure to check out. . .

Historic Belmont Park 

This beachfront amusement park is fun for all ages. There you will find a variety of rides (bumper cars, roller coaster, carousel, and more!), video game arcades, shops, and restaurants. For more information: www.belmontpark.com.

(Giant Dipper Roller Coaster: The park's most distinctive attraction, the Giant Dipper Roller Coaster is one of two original oceanfront roller coasters still operating on the    west coast. 
(Pirates of Belmont: Miniature Golf and Arcade.

(Flowrider – Ride the endless manmade wave. The FlowRider offers hourly rides, lessons for both beginners and advanced. For information call: (858) 228-9300

Address: 3146 Mission Blvd, San Diego, CA 92109 (15 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Most park rides range from $2.00 to $6.00. 

OCEAN BEACH

Ocean Beach is located in the community of Ocean Beach, just south of the Mission Bay channel entrance. This is a wide beach, approximately one mile long. A volleyball area can be found near the north end of the beach. Numerous restaurants, surf shops, and other commercial establishments are available near the south end of the beach.

(The Ocean Beach Municipal Pier is located at the south end of the beach and is available to the public for walking and fishing. There is a restaurant and bait shop on the pier. Fishing from the pier does not require a fishing license, but catch regulations are enforced. 

(One unique feature of Ocean Beach is Dog Beach, a sandy area at the north end. This is a dog run area where dogs are permitted without a leash at all hours of the day. 
 Address: 1950 Abbott Street, San Diego, CA 92107 (15 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)


CORONADO

Drive over the HUGE blue bridge or ride a ferry to what the Travel Channel calls one of America’s finest beaches.

( Coronado Central Beach runs along Ocean Boulevard with a backdrop of fine homes and mansions. Tide pools and fishing in front of the world famous Hotel del Coronado. Fire rings and dog run at north end. 

(Glorietta Bay Beach , located South of the Hotel del Coronado and City Hall, offers a unique view of the Glorietta Bay and the Coronado Bridge. Adjacent to the small beach area is a large grass-filled park, restrooms, playground equipment, and fire rings.

Ferry information:  San Diego Harbor Excursion departs from downtown's Broadway Pier every hour on the hour from 9am to 9pm to Coronado's Ferry Landing Marketplace (return trips depart on the half-hour) Tickets may be purchased ($6.00 per person round trip) at San Diego Harbor Excursion ticket booth at Broadway and Harbor Drive, or the Coronado Ferry Landing Gift Shop. For more information, call (619) 234-4111.
Address (of the Hotel Del Coronado): 1500 Orange Avenue, Coronado, CA 92118 (12 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

OTHER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES/THINGS TO DO WITH KIDS. . .

Whale & Dolphin Watching Day Cruises

Hornblower Cruises and Events tours run from December through March with approximately 28,000 gray whales passing by the San Diego Coast. Each three and a half-hour whale watching adventure is narrated by an experienced captain. For more information, call 1-888-HORNBLOWER.

Address: 1066 N. Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (2 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Approximately $35 per person. 

Harbour Cruise and Sea Lion Adventure
Choose a one- or two-hour cruise around San Diego Harbor. Sights include marine wildlife, aircraft carriers, submarine bases, the Coronado Bay Bridge, Hotel Del Coronado, and the Cabrillo National Monument. 

Address: 1066 N. Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (2 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 4-12: $9-11.50, Adults: $18-23, Seniors/Military: $16-21

The Seal Boat – A boat with wheels!

Take a fully narrated tour on this bus through the streets of San Diego before splashing down for a cruise through the waters of Mission Bay (on the same vessel!) Tours depart from Seaport Village and are approximately 2 hours in length. For more information, call: (619) 298-8687.  

Address (of Seaport Village):  894 West Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (2 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 4-12: $15.00, 12+: $30.00

“Go-Cars” 
These clever talking miniature cars will take you on a GPS-guided tour of San Diego. The cars navigate and show the way while telling the history of San Diego. Tours leave from Seaport Village - Open 9am until dusk, everyday. For more information, call 1(800) 91-GoCar.

Address (of Seaport Village):  894 West Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (2 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Carlsbad Flower Fields

Only open from March through May…..Fifty acres of ranunculus flowers and a new rose garden that cover the hillsides at Carlsbad Ranch. The Carlsbad Flower Fields entertains and educates visitors of all ages from morning to dusk with flourishing gardens, exciting tractor rides, and other activities. For more information call (760) 431-0352. 

Address: 5704 Paseo Del Norte, Carlsbad, CA 92008 (30 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 11-59: $9, Ages 3-10: $5.00, Ages 60+: $5.00 

Mission Trails Regional Park

Encompassing nearly 5,800 acres of both natural and developed recreational acres, Mission Trails Regional Park has something to offer for everyone.  Partake of over 40 miles of trails, informative hikes, wildlife, and a state-of-the-art Visitor & Interpretive Center. For more information, call (619) 668 - 3281.

Address: One Father Junipero Serra Trail, San Diego, CA 92119 (17 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Seaport Village 

Face painters, horse-drawn carriage rides, balloon artists, a historic carousel from 1894, 50 unique stores and several eateries will keep people of all ages entertained at Seaport Village.

Address:  894 West Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (2 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Legoland 

Travel just 30 minutes north of San Diego to enjoy more than 50 rides, shows and attractions. Closed Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

Address: One Legoland Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92008 (35 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 13-59: $59, 3-12/60+: $47

San Diego Zoo
Spend a day at the world famous San Diego Zoo located in historic Balboa Park. Bus tours and aerial tram rides are available inside the zoo. Gates open daily at 9am. Closing times vary by season.

Address: 2920 Zoo Drive, San Diego, CA 92101 (10 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 12+: $33, Ages 3-11: $22

San Diego Wild Animal Park: 

Located 30 miles north of the zoo, find more than 3,500 animals roaming habitats as large as 100 acres. Open daily at 10 am. For more information, call (760) 747-8702

Address: 15500 San Pasqual Valley Road, San Diego, CA 92027 (45 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 3-11: $22, Ages 12+: $33

SeaWorld

Spend time with dolphins, whales and sea lions while you enjoy a variety of shows, rides and dining experiences. Call 800-257-4268 for more information. 

Address: 100 Sea World Drive, San Diego, CA 92109 (12 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Quail Botanical Gardens

The gardens feature over 35 acres of exhibits, including rare bamboo groves, desert gardens, a tropical rainforest, California native plants, Mediterranean climate landscapes, the Undersea Succulent Garden and more! 

Address: 230 Quail Gardens Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024 (25 minute drive from the Manchester Grand Hyatt)

Cost: Ages 3-12: $5.00, Adults: $10.00, Seniors, Students, Active Military: $7.00

Birding in San Diego County

For information regarding local birding spots and field trips, visit the San Diego Audubon Society website: www.sandiegoaudubon.org. 

